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Essential readings in urban planning Planetizen AICP online preparation course serve as a
cornerstone for aspiring urban planners aiming to excel in the AICP certification exam. As the
premier online platform for urban planning education, Planetizen offers a comprehensive array of
resources, but selecting the most essential readings can significantly enhance your preparation
strategy. Whether you're a seasoned professional seeking to brush up on core concepts or a
newcomer navigating the complex landscape of urban planning, understanding which materials to
prioritize is crucial. This article delves into the key texts, articles, and resources that constitute the
essential readings in the Planetizen AICP online preparation course, providing guidance to optimize
your study plan and increase your chances of certification success.

Understanding the Foundation: Core Texts in Urban Planning

Before diving into specialized topics, it?s important to establish a solid understanding of foundational
concepts. The core texts serve as the backbone of your urban planning knowledge and are
frequently referenced in exam questions.

1. "Urban Planning Theory Since 1945" by Peter Hall

- This comprehensive book traces the evolution of urban planning theories, offering insights into
planning paradigms from modernism to new urbanism.

- Understanding these theories is essential for contextualizing contemporary planning practices
and policy decisions.

- Planetizen?s course materials often reference concepts from this text, making it a vital resource
for exam preparation.

2. "The Future of Cities: Facing the Challenges of Climate Change and
Urbanization" by Peter Calthorpe

- This work emphasizes sustainable urban development and resilient city design.

- It provides a strategic overview of planning for climate adaptation, an increasingly critical
component of urban planning exams.

- Reviewing this book helps candidates grasp contemporary issues impacting urban planners
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worldwide.

3. "Smart Growth Management" by David R. Godschalk

- Focuses on principles of smart growth, including mixed-use development, transportation
alternatives, and environmental sustainability.

- Understanding smart growth concepts is key for answering questions related to sustainable
development and zoning.

- Planetizen?s online modules often incorporate these principles into case studies and practice
guestions.

Key Resources and Articles on Planetizen

Beyond core textbooks, Planetizen provides an extensive array of articles, reports, and case studies
that are critical for exam success.

1. "The Principles of Urban Design" by Kevin Lynch

- This seminal article introduces fundamental concepts like imageability, legibility, and wayfinding.
- These principles are frequently tested in the exam?s planning and design sections.
- Studying Lynch?s work enhances spatial understanding and urban form analysis skills.

2. "Transportation Planning and Policy" Reports

- Planetizen aggregates numerous reports on transportation planning, including the Federal
Highway Administration?s guidelines and local case studies.

- Understanding multimodal transportation, transit-oriented development, and traffic management
is essential for the exam.

- Key reports include the "Transit Cooperative Research Program™ publications and "Complete
Streets” policies.

3. "Equitable Development: The Cornerstone of Sustainable Cities"

- This collection of articles emphasizes social equity in urban planning, a crucial theme in
contemporary practice and exam content.

- Topics include affordable housing, community participation, and inclusive design.

- Reviewing these articles helps candidates answer scenario questions related to social justice
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and policy formulation.

Planning Practice and Case Studies

Practical understanding through case studies enhances comprehension and application skills, which
are vital for the exam.

1. The High Line in New York City

- This case study illustrates adaptive reuse, public space design, and community engagement.
- Analyzing successful projects like the High Line prepares candidates for scenario-based
guestions about urban revitalization.

2. Portland?s Urban Growth Boundary

- This example demonstrates land use regulation, sustainable development, and regional
planning.

- Understanding Oregon?s approach provides insight into growth management strategies that are
commonly tested.

3. Transit-Oriented Development in Arlington, Virginia

- Focuses on integrating transit with mixed-use development to promote walkability and reduce
car dependence.
- This case study supports comprehension of land use planning policies related to transportation.

Supplementary Resources and Study Aids

In addition to core readings, supplementary materials can reinforce learning and provide
exam-specific tips.

1. AICP Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct
- Essential for understanding professional standards and ethical considerations in urban planning

practice.
- Many exam questions are based on ethical dilemmas and decision-making scenarios.
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2. Practice Exams and Flashcards

- Planetizen offers practice tests that mirror the style and difficulty of the actual exam.

- Using flashcards for key terms, planning principles, and laws can improve recall and confidence.
3. Urban Planning Glossaries and Terminology Lists

- Mastery of terminology enhances comprehension and communication skills during the exam.

- Planetizen provides downloadable glossaries and terminology lists that are highly recommended
for review.

Integrating Readings into Your Study Plan

To maximize the benefits of these essential readings, it?s important to develop a structured study
plan.

1. Prioritize Core Texts and Fundamental Articles

- Begin with foundational books like Peter Hall?s "Urban Planning Theory Since 1945" and
Lynch?s "The Principles of Urban Design".

- Complement reading with key articles available on Planetizen that support exam domains.
2. Incorporate Case Studies and Practice Questions

- Study real-world examples to contextualize theoretical concepts.

- Use practice exams to identify weak areas and revisit related readings accordingly.
3. Regular Review and Active Recall

- Use flashcards and summaries to reinforce learning.

- Schedule regular review sessions to maintain retention of key principles and terminology.

Conclusion

Mastering the essential readings in the Planetizen AICP online preparation course is fundamental to
achieving certification. By focusing on core texts like Peter Hall?s "Urban Planning Theory Since
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1945", engaging with influential articles such as those on urban design principles and transportation
policy, and studying practical case studies, candidates can develop a comprehensive understanding
of the field. Supplementing these with practice exams, ethical guidelines, and terminology lists
ensures a well-rounded preparation strategy. Ultimately, integrating these essential resources into a
disciplined study plan will not only prepare you for the exam but also deepen your understanding of
urban planning principles vital for professional success in the field.

Essential Readings in Urban Planning Planetizen AICP Online Preparation Course: An In-Depth
Review

Urban planning is a multifaceted discipline that requires a comprehensive understanding of legal
frameworks, design principles, environmental considerations, and policy analysis. For aspiring
professionals seeking certification through the American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP),
Planetizen?s online preparation course has become a pivotal resource. This review delves into the
core readings offered within this course, analyzing their relevance, depth, and contribution to
shaping competent urban planners.

Introduction to the Planetizen AICP Online Preparation Course

Planetizen, a renowned platform dedicated to urban planning news, education, and resources,
offers an online prep course tailored specifically for AICP certification candidates. Its curriculum
encompasses a broad spectrum of topics?from land use law to transportation planning?coupled with
recommended readings that serve as foundational knowledge. The course aims to equip candidates
with both theoretical insights and practical knowledge, emphasizing critical thinking and application.

The core strength of the course lies in its curated reading list, which blends classic texts with
contemporary research, ensuring that students are not only prepared for the exam but are also
well-versed in current debates and innovations within the field.

Core Reading Themes in the Planetizen AICP Preparation Course

The recommended readings span several key themes essential to urban planning practice:

- Land Use and Zoning Law

- Planning Theory and Ethics

- Transportation and Infrastructure

- Environmental Sustainability

- Community Engagement and Equity
- Urban Design and Public Spaces
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Each theme is supported by seminal texts, journal articles, and policy reports that provide depth and
context.

1. Land Use and Zoning Law

Understanding legal frameworks is fundamental for planners. The course emphasizes the
importance of grasping the principles and case law that shape land development.

Essential Readings:

- Land Use Planning and Development Regulation Law by Julian Conrad Juergensmeyer and
Thomas E. Roberts
This comprehensive textbook offers an in-depth analysis of land use law, covering topics from
zoning ordinances to legal challenges. It contextualizes legal principles within real-world planning
scenarios, making it indispensable for understanding regulatory environments.

- Zoning Rules!: The Economics of Land Use Regulation by William A. Fischel
This book explores the economic rationale behind zoning laws, highlighting their benefits and
drawbacks. It provides insight into how zoning influences urban growth patterns and property
values.
Key Takeaways:

- The legal basis for land use regulation and zoning

- Judicial interpretations shaping planning policies

- Balancing private property rights with public interests
2. Planning Theory and Ethics

A solid grasp of planning theory underpins ethical decision-making and strategic planning.

Essential Readings:

- The Death and Life of Great American Cities by Jane Jacobs



Essential readings in urban planning planetizen aicp online pr... Vol. 2021, Issue 11

A seminal critique of urban renewal policies, Jacobs advocates for community-centered urban
development. Her insights remain vital for understanding the social fabric of cities.

- Planning Theory in Practice edited by Robert Freilich
This collection covers various planning paradigms, from rational-comprehensive models to
communicative planning, fostering critical reflection on methodology.

- Ethics in Planning by Nan Ellin

This text explores moral considerations, social justice, and professional responsibilities,
emphasizing ethical dilemmas faced by planners.

Key Takeaways:
- The importance of participatory planning
- Ethical considerations in land use decisions
- The role of planners as advocates and mediators

3. Transportation and Infrastructure

Transportation planning is integral to urban development, impacting mobility, environment, and
economic vitality.

Essential Readings:

- Transport Planning by C. Michael Walton and David A. Hensher
This book provides a comprehensive overview of transportation systems, demand forecasting, and
policy considerations.

- The High Cost of Free Parking by Donald Shoup

An influential critique that examines how parking policies influence urban form and sustainability.
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- Moving to Better Transit by Susan Shaheen and Adam Cohen
Focuses on innovative transit solutions, including shared mobility and smart infrastructure.
Key Takeaways:

- The intersection of transportation and land use

- Strategies for sustainable mobility

- Cost-benefit analysis of transportation projects
4. Environmental Sustainability

Addressing climate change and ecological impacts is a core component of modern urban planning.

Essential Readings:

- Sustainable Urbanism: Urban Design with Nature by Douglas Farr

Advocates for green building practices, smart growth, and eco-friendly infrastructure.

- Resilient Cities: Responding to Extreme Events edited by Peter P. Shukla

Offers insights into adaptive planning for climate resilience.

- The Nature of Urban Design by Alexandros Washburn
Examines integrating ecological principles into urban design.
Key Takeaways:

- Principles of sustainable development

- Climate adaptation strategies

- Green infrastructure and ecological networks

5. Community Engagement and Equity
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Equitable planning ensures that development benefits all residents.

Essential Readings:

- The Just City by Toni L. Griffin

Explores strategies for creating inclusive, equitable urban environments.

- Planning for Equity and Justice by Kian Goh and Andrew D. Hwang

Focuses on frameworks and practices for promoting social justice in planning.

- Place and Placelessness by Edward Relph

Discusses the importance of local identity and community attachment in urban design.

Key Takeaways:

- Strategies for meaningful public participation
- Addressing systemic inequalities
- Recognizing cultural and social diversity

6. Urban Design and Public Spaces

Designing accessible and vibrant public spaces enhances quality of life.

Essential Readings:

- The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces by William H. Whyte

Classic observations on how people use and interact in public spaces.

- Design of Cities by Edmund N. Bacon

Historic perspectives on urban morphology and planning.
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- City Repair: Reclaiming the Public Realm by Mark Lakeman
Focuses on community-led urban design interventions.

Key Takeaways:

- Principles of human-centered urban design
- The role of public spaces in fostering community
- Tactical urbanism and grassroots design efforts

Impact and Relevance of the Readings

The curated readings within Planetizen?s AICP prep course serve multiple purposes:

- Foundational Understanding: They introduce core concepts and legal frameworks fundamental
to the profession.

- Critical Thinking: Many texts challenge conventional wisdom, encouraging learners to think
critically about policies and practices.

- Practical Application: Case studies and real-world examples bridge theory and practice,
preparing candidates for professional scenarios.

- Ethical Reflection: Emphasizing ethics ensures future planners consider social justice and
community impacts.

These readings collectively form a robust foundation for exam success and, more importantly, for
effective, responsible urban planning.

Conclusion: Evaluating the Value of the Readings

The urban planning field is constantly evolving, influenced by technological advancements, climate
change, and shifting societal values. The Planetizen AICP online preparation course?s
recommended readings are carefully selected to reflect these dynamics, blending historical
perspectives with contemporary issues. They provide candidates with a multi-dimensional
understanding necessary to navigate complex urban challenges.

While some may argue that the breadth of topics can be overwhelming, the curated nature of these
readings ensures a balanced approach?covering theoretical foundations, legal contexts, and
practical insights. For prospective planners, engaging deeply with these texts is essential not only
for passing the AICP exam but for cultivating a thoughtful, ethical, and innovative professional
practice.
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Final Thoughts

In sum, the essential readings included in the Planetizen AICP online preparation course represent
a comprehensive and thoughtfully curated library that supports aspiring urban planners in mastering
core competencies. They serve as both a preparatory tool for certification and a lifelong resource for
professional growth. As urban environments continue to face unprecedented challenges, these texts
equip future planners to craft resilient, equitable, and sustainable cities for generations to come.

QuestionAnswer What are the key essential readings recommended for the Planetizen AICP
online preparation course? Key recommended readings include the APA's 'Planning and Urban
Design Standards,' 'The City Shaped' by Spiro Kostof, and various Planetizen articles on current
planning topics to build foundational knowledge. How does Planetizen's online course incorporate
essential readings into the AICP exam prep? The course integrates essential readings through
curated articles, textbook chapters, and case studies that align with exam content areas, enabling
students to deepen their understanding and apply concepts effectively. Are there specific urban
planning theories emphasized in the Planetizen AICP preparation materials? Yes, the materials
highlight theories such as New Urbanism, Smart Growth, Transit-Oriented Development, and
Sustainable Planning, supported by key readings from influential planning scholars. Can | access
essential readings online for free as part of the Planetizen AICP course? Many readings are
accessible through Planetizen's online resources, open-access articles, or provided via course
materials; however, some textbooks or specific articles may require purchase or library access. How
should I prioritize readings to maximize my AICP exam success in the context of Planetizen's
course? Focus on core texts such as the Planning and Urban Design Standards, key articles on
planning law and ethics, and recent case studies, while supplementing with review guides and
practice exams. Are the essential readings updated regularly to reflect current trends in urban
planning for the Planetizen AICP course? Yes, Planetizen regularly updates its recommended
readings to include contemporary issues like climate resilience, equitable development, and
technological innovations in urban planning. How do the essential readings in the Planetizen AICP
course prepare students for practical urban planning scenarios? The readings provide real-world
case studies, policy analyses, and theoretical frameworks that help students develop critical thinking
and problem-solving skills applicable to actual planning projects. Is prior knowledge of urban
planning concepts necessary before engaging with the essential readings in the Planetizen AICP
course? While some foundational knowledge is helpful, the course is designed to accommodate
learners at various levels, and the readings are structured to build understanding from basic to
advanced concepts.
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